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ECOLOGICAL

HERE ARE SOME
ESSENTIAL
ELEMENTS OF AN

: : ECOLOGICAL
What is an Ecological Network? NETWORK

It is the sum of interconnected natural areas e
that contain valuable habitats that are important
for the reproduction and survival of animal and
plant species, which are at risk from extinction.
These natural areas are connected by “ecological
corridors”, i.e. tracts of land that allow, above all
animals to relocate. The gradual anthropization
of the territory often results in the fragmentation
and isolation of the habitat, thus decreasing its
ecological value. By safeguarding the so-called
“ecological connectivity of the territory” a large
number of species can indirectly be protected.
Humans are part of this network, which is an
important tool for management and protection.
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It is important not to underestimate the value of
an ecological network that is “multifunctional”
by nature because it is advantageous not only

to nature but also produces benefits for human
communities, for ecosystem services, in terms

\Hl\l\l\Hl\l\l\l\l\l\\\\l\l\l\
of landscape, purification of water, control of
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hydrogeological risk etc. A well run ecological Core areas
network has wide implications on the quality and M Buffer areas
length of life.

¥ Ecological corridors
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The T.E.N. Project is co-financed by the European Union within the scope of the LIFE+ Natura
Program (total budget of € 1,728,522). It is coordinated by the Provincia Autonoma di Trento
Executive assignment for the Enhancement of the Network of
Protected Areas which is part of the Department for territory and Environment & Forests - with
scientific support from the Science Museum of Trento. This is an important step in the evolution

of nature conservation policies and particularly in the approach adopted for managing the
protected areas in Trentino.

(Autonomous Province of Trento) -

1986 =P PROTECTION
Natural
Reserves
44 2000 —> PROTECTION +
Bt ACTIVE CONSERVATION
NATUHA 2E0R
PROTECTION
2007 =— ACTIVE CONSERVATION +
LOCAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
PROTECTION
2012 , ACTIVE CONSERVATION

LOCAL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT +
RESTORATION OF ECOLOGICAL CONNECTIVITY

CONTACT INFORMATION:

PI'Oj eCt LI FE+ T. E. N o (Trentino Ecological Network)
AUTONOMOUS PROVINCE OF TRENTO

Executive assignment for the Enhancement of the Network of Protected Areas

Via R. Guardini, 75 - 38.121 Trento - tgl. 0461 497885
www.lifeten.tn.it
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Y LIFE+ T.E.N.
PROJECT

Moving towards a Trentino Ecological Network

NAT/IT/000187
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NATURA 2000 NETWORK:

CONSERVATION & DEVELOPMENT

The Natura 2000 Network is the sum of the areas that are
protected thanks to two specific European Directives (“Habitat”
directive 92/43/CE and the “Birds” directive 2009/147/CE).

The purpose of the Network is to preserve nature in general,
and more specifically to preserve biodiversity, without excluding
human presence in these areas. Actually, mankind (with its
economic, social and cultural needs) is considered to be an
integral part of the protective system. In fact, increasingly nature
conservation is linked to the protection of the landscape

and ecosystems that man himself helped to create over the
centuries due to his presence in the territory and that would be
doomed to vanish should those human activities be excluded.

Therefore, managing the Natura 2000 Network also includes
formulating development strategies for these areas that

allow the people who live there to continue to work and remain
within the area and thus protect all of its beauty.

The LIFE+ T.E.N. project, with its concrete and demonstrative
actions interprets the management of the Natura 2000 areas

in a new light, aiming to define a strategy that reconstructs

the provincial Ecological Network and collocate it within of

the mosaic of the wider Rete Ecologica Alpina (Alpine Ecological
Network).
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NATURA 2000

CONCRETE

The Natura 2000 network is the sum of more than 25.000
protected natural areas that cover nearly 20% of the European
territory. In this context, the Alps represent an ecological
corridor of European importance. Trentino region is exactly in
the middle of this important geographical area and plays a
strategic role within the Alpine Ecological Network.

FOR CONSERVATION

The T.E.N. project calls for the implementation of humerous
actions, in particular 8 preparatory actions (including compiling
a biodiversity database, drawing up guidelines for managing the
habitats) and 20 concrete Actions for conserving biodiversity.

Among these are a series of demonstrative actions that will
test out certain practical examples of implementing measures
for actively protecting species and habitat as well as actions to
increase the ecological permeability of the provincial territory,
which will benefit the entire Alpine region.
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LIFE+ TEN PROJECT:

MAP OF THE DEMONSTRATIVE ACTIONS

DEMONSTRATIVE ACTIONS

e Cé6 Activities aimed at the restoration of dry grassland
(habitat 6210*) and hay meadows (habitat 6510, 6520)

e C7 Activities aimed at the restoration of alluvial forests (91E0)
in wet lentic and lotic zones

® C8 Recovery of molinia meadows (6410) and peat bogs

e C9 Improve the ecological corridors of the Valle Dell’Adige
@ C10 Safeguard the native river shrimp populations

e C11 Safeguard the marble trout populations

e C12 Safeguard the yellow-bellied toad populations

@ C13 Protecting birds of prey from electrocution

e C14 Promote safeguarding of corncrake populations

e C15 Promote safeguarding of red-backed Shrike populations
o C16 Safeguard the Rock Partridge populations

o C17 Safeguard black grouse populations

@ C18 Controlling an invasive species: eradicating Japanese knotweed
o C19 Integrated projects for socio-economic development



